Congress of the United States
Washington, A€ 20515

January 8, 2010

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you for your support of Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) aid to low-income families and urge you to release the contingency resources as soon as
possible to address the needs of families and seniors who are struggling in the current economic crisis.
The recently-passed Consolidated Appropriations Act includes $5.1 billion for LIHEAP—the highest
funding level in the history of the program—of which more than $590 million is dedicated to LIHEAP
contingency funding. We urge you to release these resources as soon as possible and we ask that you
dedicate sufficient funds for this program in your fiscal year 2011 budget request.

More families are in need of and receiving LIHEAP benefits than ever before. According to the
National Energy Assistance Directors Association (NEADA), states assisted more than 8 million
households last year, nearly a one-third increase over fiscal year 2008. Furthermore, NEADA anticipates
a 20 percent increase in LTHEAP applications this year. Even at the record appropriations levels passed
by Congress in the last two years, demand for LIHEAP assistance continues to exceed funding.

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 instructs that the LIHEAP contingency
fund be used to assist the “needs of one or more States arising from a natural disasier or other
emergency.” The law states that economic conditions, such as increased unemployment and layoffs, as
well as increased participation in public benefits such as food stamps, merit the release of LIHEAP
contingency funds. Clearly these conditions have been met. The most recent USDA food stamp data
indicates that a record 37 million people — approximately one in eight Americans — received food stamps
in September. Moreover, many states have experienced unemployment rates that have exceeded the
national average for several months. In releasing these funds, we urge you to give consideration to
targeting assistance based on economic conditions, as well as extreme weather events.

Releasing emergency LIHEAP funding — supplementing block grant funding already being spent
in every state — will help thousands of families and seniors with their energy bills and, in doing so, create
a noticeable economic multiplier. Less burdened by energy bills, these low-income families have more to
spend on other essentials, and can avoid the choice between paying energy bills and putting food on their
table.

Due to the clear economic benefit and demonstrated need, we also urge you to include full
funding for LIHEAP in your fiscal year 2011 budget request, the same level that Congress has provided

over the last two years.

For many years, LIHEAP has been a vital safety net for low-income families and seniors. In
these tough economic times, the program is more important than ever. As such, we respectfully request
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that you release LIHEAP funding to meet the immediate emergency needs, and we urge you to maintain
the federal commitment to low-income energy assistance,

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely, |

Rep. Steven C. LaTourette, Co-Chair
/ Northeast-Midwest Congressmnal Coalition Northeast-Midwest Congressional Coalition

Rep Edward J. Marke, Chag
Select Committee on Energy Independence

Cheta [t

{Kep. Jason Altmire Rep. Michael A. Arcuri

sy Ll st /3,

Rep. Tar7}ny-Baldwin RW Ti]ﬁy H. Bishop

' p Earl Blumenauer

y, B Y4

4 Rep. Madelem . Bordallo




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010

Page 3
Rep. Robert A. Brad}/ WR@}) Michael E. Capuano
Rep. Christopher P. Carney Rep. Michael N. Castle
Rep. Joe Courtncy Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro

A L,j

OO U
Jo Ann Emerson Rep. Gene Green
p. Sam Graves ep John J. Hall

L Ploe.

Rep. Phil Hare

AN

. Maurice D. Hmchey Rep. Paul W. Hodes




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010
Page 4

T L

'Rep. Tim Holden

Rep. %i!arolyn C. Kilpatrick

kY
R@r M. Levin

r A ;bﬂ
Rep. Er Sva

Jewrtd Tl

Rep. Jerrold Nadler

U/ (oer

Rep. John W. Olver

Va
V4
:ﬁ“M

L0 £ i

Rep. Paul E. Kanjordki

% hep. James R. Lgiﬁvin

Rep. David Loebsack

N
L

1

7] Rep. James P.McGovern

Rep. Richard E. Neal

il
Lol Cws,..

Rep. William L. Owens

CQU “QU/

Rep. Chellie Pingree




The President of the United States, January §, 2010
Page 5

> — 4 f“’tﬂ@ f{,’ =
Rep. Bolby L. Rush “Rep. Tim Ryaré:/’

0L00d

J ohn P. Sarbanes

Rep. John T. Salazar

/@z«h@\ Cwi Sean- Btrn

. Joe SestgR—— Rep. Carol Shea-Porter

Rép. ke Skelton

Rep. Bart Stupaki Rep. Paul Tonko
“-M

Rep. Chris Van Hollen

Utda,

Rep. Peter Welch




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010

%le}i}% MHM S@y
HoP=< | [ eflue J. DRlD

| Rep. Heatlr Shufer " Rep. Kathlebn A. Dahlkempdr

%ﬂ/f V%%N\

Rep. Brian Higdms 7 i

o)

p.‘Jo

vt

Rep. Barney Frank

D. Dingell

ﬂep. JoseE. Serrano

Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010
Page 7

Rep. Russ Carnahan = gRep. Yvette D Clarke

Rep. Charles W. Dent

DmanL i A L. Exgel

Rep. Donna F. Edwards Rep. Eliot L. Engel

ep. Chaka Fattah Rep. Marcm‘f Fudge
Rep. Jim Gerlach Rep. Rush D. Holt
Rep. Steve Israel Rep. Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.

T SM%%

Rep. TimotHy V. Johnson Rep. Steve Kagen (_//




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010
Page 8

Rep(Carolyn B. Maloney

Rep. Patrick J. K.

70 ALk 4

lo sy g e

Rep. David R. Obly”™/

/ Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo

Rep Mlchael H. M1chaud o Rep Scott Murphd

Tl Meceeatn Ll Nt &

ottt

Rep Tim Murphy Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr.

. /—_‘ "
W— /»:-@r‘
Rep. Collin C. Peterson Rep. Thomas E. Petri

ep. John Shimkus T Rep/Betty Sutton

Rep. Michael R. Turner



The President of the United States, January 8, 2010
Page 9

@&5 [C,«loc«-

Rep. Dale E. Kildee Rep B]ll Delahunt

, gary L Ackerman

Rep. Marke41. Schauer

/“——\

Rep Peter T. King

/,,/
/

o
Rep. Anthony fT“W”emer Rep. Donald M. Payn?
p Alblo Sires ﬂep John Conyeré vV

o bl

Rep. Frank Pallone, It




The President of the United States, January 8, 2010
Page 10




